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Living Above Mediocrity

“Grasping the big picture with the right
attitude.”

If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any
comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any
tenderness and compassion, “then make my joy complete by being
like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. *Do
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider
others better than yourselves. “Each of you should look not only to your
own interests, but also to the interests of others. *Your attitude should
be the same as that of Christ Jesus: ®Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, —
Philippians 2:1-16

“The final proof of greatness lies in being able to endure
contemptuous treatment without resentment.”
Elbert Hubbard

Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come close to me." When they had
done so, he said, "I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into
Egypt! °And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with
yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God
sent me ahead of you. ®For two years now there has been famine in the
land, and for the next five years there will not be plowing and reaping.
7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth
and to save your lives by a great deliverance. #'So then, it was not you
who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his
entire household and ruler of all Egypt. °Now hurry back to my father
and say to him, 'This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me
lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don't delay. °You shall live in the
region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and
grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you have. I will provide
for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise
you and your household and all who belong to you will become
destitute." — Genesis 45:4-11

What allowed Joseph to see the big picture?
1) Joseph __trusted God in each phase of his life.
Do everything without complaining or arguing, - Philippians 2:14

I know what it is to be in need, and | know what it is to have plenty. |
have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation,
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. —
Philippians 4:12

» As Disciples of Christ there is a _right way to
respond to _Wrong treatment.
> Joseph’s right _attitude is in direct correlation to
God’s _grace in his life.
> Joseph saw the _Sovereignty of God in his situation.
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. — Psalm

119:105

2) Joseph had the right attitude because he was able to
sense and _S€€  God’s hand.

% Joseph is an example to all of us on the correct and
godly way to respond to mistreatment.

< Jesus is our supreme example of one who endured
unjust suffering, yet withstand it because He knew
God’s ultimate plan.

For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust
suffering because he is conscious of God. 2°But how is it to your credit
if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer
for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. ?'To
this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an
example, that you should follow in his steps. ?*"He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth." 2*When they hurled their insults
at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. **He himself
bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and
live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. ?*For you
were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. — | Peter 2:19-25

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who
for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. — Hebrews 12:2



