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What type of person does God use?

But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is
from God and not from us. ®We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not in despair; °persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but
not destroyed. ®We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that
the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 'For we who are alive are
always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be
revealed in our mortal body. = II Corinthians 4:7-11

So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does
not burn up." *When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to
him from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!" And Moses said, "Here I am." *"Do
not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you
are standing is holy ground." ® Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his
face, because he was afraid to look at God. — Exodus 3:3-6

But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live." =
Exodus 33:20

And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the
Egyptians are oppressing them. '° So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to
bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt." = Exodus 3:9-10

Moses gave God five excuses why he could not be used by
God.

1) Who am I?

But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the
Israelites out of Egypt?" *?And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the
sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people
out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain." = Exodus 3:11-12

God said, “1 _ !l

Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and will bless you. For to you
and your descendants I will give all these lands and will confirm the oath I swore
to your father Abraham. — Genesis 26:3

be with you.”

No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was
with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. -
Joshua 1:5

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. -
Isaiah 41:10

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass
through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the
fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. = Isaiah 43:2

Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you," declares the
LORD. - Jeremiah 1:8

They will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you and will
rescue you," declares the LORD. = Jeremiah 1:19

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2°and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age." — Matthew 28:19-20

One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: "Do not be afraid; keep on
speaking, do not be silent. °For I am with you, and no one is going to attack
and harm you, because I have many people in this city." = Acts 18:9-10

2) Who should I tell them sent me?

Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of
your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then
what shall I tell them?" *God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you
are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you."” !*God also said to
Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.' This is
my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation
to generation. = Exodus 3:13-15

God said: "I am who I am.” God declared Himself to be
théternal one - uncaused and independent.

3) What if they do not believe me?

Moses answered, "What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say,
'"The LORD did not appear to you'?" Then the LORD said to him, "What is that in
your hand?" "A staff," he replied. *The LORD said, "Throw it on the ground."
Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it. * Then
the LORD said to him, "Reach out your hand and take it by the tail." So Moses
reached out and took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his
hand. ®> "This," said the LORD, "is so that they may believe that the LORD, the
God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of
Jacob—has appeared to you." — Exodus 4:1-5

God said: "I will work wonders through you.”

4) I am not eloquent in speech.

Moses said to the LORD, "O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the
past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and
tongue." 'The LORD said to him, "Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him
deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the LORD?
2Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say." — Exodus
4:10-12

God said: “I will give you the words.”
5) Send someone else.
But Moses said, "O Lord, please send someone else to do it." = Exodus 4:13
So Moses took his wife and sons, put them on a donkey and started back to

Egypt. And he took the staff of God in his hand. = Exodus 4:20

God will take the ordinary, something that may seem
worthless, and when He takes it in His hands, He makes it
mighty.
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