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John 14 -16
Selected Sections

The Message Translation

-4 "Don't let this throw you. You trust Gocl, don't you? Trust
me. There is Plentg of room for you in my Father's home. If
that weren't SO, would 1 have told you that I'm on my way to get
a room rcaclg for 9ou? And if I'm on my way to get your room
reaclg, 'l come back and get you so you can live where I live.

And you alreaczlg know the road I'm taking."



5Thomas said, "Master, we have no idea where you're going,

How do you expec’t us to know the road?"

6-7Jesus said, "l am the Road, also the Truth, also the Life.
No one gets to the Father al:)art from me. If you rea”9 knew
me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do

know him. You've even seen him!”



8Phi|i[:> said, "Master, show us the Father; then we'll be

content.”

9-10"You've been with me all this time, PhilipJ and you still
don't understand? To see me is to see the Father. So how can
you ask, ‘Where is the Father? Don't you believe that 1 am in
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | speak to
you aren't mere words. | clon‘tjust make them up on my own.
The Father who resides in me crafts each word into a divine

act.



The SPi rit of Truth

15~]7“hcgou love me, show it o8 cloing what I've told you. | will

talk to the l:ather, and he'll provicle you another Friend so
that you will alwags have someone with you. This Friend is the
SPirit of Truth. The goc“css world can't take him in because it
doesn't have eyes to see him, doesn't know what to look for.
But you know him alreaclg because he has been staying with

you, and will even be in you!



18-20"1 will not leave you orphanecl. I'm coming back. lnjust a
little while the world will no longer see me, but you're going to
see me because | am alive and you're about to come alive. At
that moment you will know absolutelg that I'm in my Father,

and you're in me, and I'm in you.

21"The person who knows my commandments and keePs
them) that's who loves me. And the person who loves me will be

loved bﬂ my Father, and | will love him and make mgsel? Plain to
him."



22 Judas (not Iscariot) said, "Master, whg is it that you are

about to make goursc:hC Plain to us but not to the world?"

23-24"Because a loveless world," said Jesus, "is a sightless
world. If anyone loves me, he will car@cuuy keep my word and
my Father will love him—we'll move riglﬂt into the
neighborhoocl! Not loving me means not keeping) my words.
The message you are hearing isn't mine. It's the message of

tlﬂe F‘atlﬁer wlﬁo sent me.



25-27"I'm te”ingyou these tlﬂings while I'm still living with you.
The Friend, the Holg SPirit whom the Father will send at my
request, will make e\/ergthing Plain to you. He will remind you

of all the things | have told you. I'm Ieavingyou well and whole.

That's my Darting ghct to you. Peace. | don't leave you the way
you're used to bc—:ing leﬁi—ﬂcceling abancloncd, bereft. So
don’t be upset. Don't be clistraught.



John 15:9-10

"I've Joved you the way my Father has loved me. Make

Y gmy
9ourse|\/<-:s at home in my love. If you keep my commancls,
9ou'” remain intimatelg at home in my love. That's what I've

clonc—:—~|<<—:Pt my Father's commands and made myselmc at home
in his love.



11-15"1've told you these things fora purpose: that mgjoy
might be 9ourjog, and 9ourjog who”y mature. This is my
command: Love one another the way | loved you. This is the
very best way to love. Put your life on the line for your
friends. You are my friends when you do the things | command
you. I'm no longer ca”inggou servants because servants don't
understand what their master is thinking and Planning. No, I've
named you friends because I've let you inon evc—:rything ['ve

heard from the Father.



2_6~2.7"When the Friend | Plan to send you from the Father
comes—the Spirit of Truth Issuing from the Father—he will
confirm evergthing about me. You, too, from your side must

gjve your comqrming evidence, since you are in this with me
from the start."



The Friend Will Come
John 16

4-7'1 didn't tell you this earlier because | was with you every
clag. But now !l am on my way to the One who sent me. Not one
of you has askecl, ‘Where are you going?' lnsteacl, the longc—:r
I've ta!kecl, the sadder you've become. So let me say it again)
this truth: It's better for you that I leave. If I don't Ieave, the
Friend won't come. But if | 20, 'l send him to you.



8-11"When he comes, he'll EXPOSsE the error of the goc”c—:ss
world's view of sin, righteousness, ancljuclgment: He'll show
them that their refusal to believe in me is their basic sin; that
righteousnc—:ss comes from abovc—:, where | am with the f:ather,
out of their sight and control ; thatjuclgment takes Place as
the ruler of this goc”ess world is brought to trial and

convicted.



12-15"1 still have many things to tell you, but you can't handle
them now. But when the Friend comes, the SPiri’c of the ~I'ru’chJ
he will take you bg the hand and guide you into all the truth
there is. He won't draw attention to himself, but will make
sense out of what is about to happcn and, indeed, out of all
that | have done and said. He will honor me; he will take from
me and deliver it to you. Evergthing the Father has is also
mine. That is whg I've said, 'He takes from me and delivers to

you.'



Galatians 4:4-7

4-7But when the time arrived that was set !:)9 God the Father,
God sent his Son, born among, us of a woman, born under the
conditions of the law so that he might redeem those of us who
have been kic:lnappecl ]:)9 the law. Thus we have been set free

to exPerience our rightgul heritage.



You can te” 1Cor sure that Yyou are now 1Cu lg aclopteci as his own

children because God sent the SPiri’c of his Son into our lives

crging out, "Pa[:)a! Father!" Doesn't that Drivilege of intimate
conversation with God make it Plain that you are not a slave,
but a child? And hcgou are a child, you're also an heir, with

complete access to the inheritance.



Romans 8
The Solution Is Life on God's Terms

1-2With the arrival of Jesus, the Mc—:ssiah, that fateful dilemma
is resolved. Those who enter into Christ's being—-hereqcor-us
no longer have to live under a continuous, low~|9ing black
cloud. A new power IS 1N oPeration. The SPiri’t of life in Christ)
like a strong wind, has magnhqcentlg cleared the air, Freeing

you from a fated lifetime of brutal tyranny at the hands of sin
and death.



3-4God went for tlﬁejugular when he sent his own Son. He
didnt deal with the Problem as something remote and
unimportant. In his Son, Jesus, he Persona”g took on the
human condition, entered the disordered mess of struggling
humanitg in order to set it right once and for all. The law code,
weakened as it alwags was l:)g fractured human nature, could

never have clone that.



The law alwags ended up being used as a Band-Aid on sin
instead of a cleel:) healing of it. And now what the law code
asked for but we couldn't deliver is accomplishecl as we,

instead of redoubling our own egorts, simplg embrace what

the SPirit IS cloing N us.



5-8Those who think theg can do it on their own end up
obsessed with measuring their own moral muscle but never get
around to exercising it in real life. Those who trust God's
action in them find that God's Spirit IS 1N them-|iving and
breathing God! Obsession with self in these matters is a dead
end; attention to God leads us out into the open, into a
spacious) free life. Focusing on the self is the oPPosite of
Focusing on God. Anyone completelg absorbed in self Ignores
God, ends up thinking more about self than God. That person
ignores who God is and what he is doing. And God isn't
PleasecJ at being ignored.



9-11But if God himself has taken up residence in your lhce) you

can harc“g be thinking more oFyoursehC than of him. Anyone,

of course, who has not welcomed this invisible but clearlg

Present Gocl, the SPiri’t of C
talking about. But for you w
dwells—even thoug}w you st

nrist, won't know what we're

ho welcome Iﬁim, in whom he

| exPerience all the limitations of

5in~—~90u 3ourse|F experic-:nce life on God's terms.



It stands to reason, doesn't it that if the aiive~ancl~Present
God who raised Jesus from the dead moves into your life, he'll
do the same thing in you that he did in Jesus, bringingyou
alive to himself? When God lives and breathes in you (ancl he
does, as surelg as he did in Jesus) , you are delivered from
that dead life. with his Spiri’t living in you, your boclg will be as

alive as Christ's!



12-14So don't you see that we don't owe this old do-it-
9ourse|¥ life one red cent. There's nothing in it for us, nothing
at all. The best thing todois give it a decent burial and get on

with your new life. God's SPirit beckons. There are things to
do and Places to go!



15-17This resurrection life you received from God is not a
timid, gra\/e—-tenciing life. It's aclventurouslg expectant,
greeting God with a childlike "What's next, Papa?" God's SPirit
touches our sPirits and confirms who we rea”g are. We know
who he is, and we know who we are: Father and children. And
we know we are going to get what's coming to us—an
unbelievable inheritance! we 2o through exactlg what Christ
goes througlﬁ. It we go through the hard times with him) then
we're certainlg going to go through the goocl times with him!



26-28Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the waiting, God's
SPiri’c IS right alongsicle helping us along. It we don't know how

or what to pray, it doesn't matter. He does our Praging in and
for us, making prayer out of our wordless sighs) our aching
groans. e knows us far better than we know ourselves,
knows our pregnant condition, and keeps us present before
God. That's whg we can be so sure that every detail in our

lives of love for God is worked into something goocl.



Girl In the Mirror

bg Norman Rockwell

Featured in the opening section of
Windows of the Soul
bg Ken Gire

| ook it up, get the boo|<, rcacl) pray and have a
fresh encounter with God your l:atl*xer, Jesus your

Bro’clﬁer, and the SPiri’t your Friend.



Thank You, Holg Spiri’t

HOISLSPirit, to you belongs the power of a smiie, the
a/uic ening of a touciw) tiwejog of true intimacy.

ithout you there would be rno union, onlg
separaténess. Thank you for your endless burden to

ring the lite of the Father ané? Sonto expression In
us. f:orgive me for missing so much of what you are
cﬂoing. HelP me see how I am Participating In your
work. Help me see where | work against you. Do not
be grieveci at my blindness and hardness of heart. |
give gou Permission to use me. | rejoice to know that
you have and do so tociag. Amen:



