The Creation Account
AccorAing to the Earth and Seas
Genesis 1&2 Imagjnatively Interpreted by James Gritfin
In the beginning notlﬁing was seen except
darkness. was nauglﬁt but emptg and wasted.
Through my innermost clel:)ths there was on Yy

barrenness and desolation; | knew neither life nor

lg]"lt DT’O]COUI"ICJ clar‘mess CﬂSl"erUCJCCl mec. Tl"léﬂ a

mightg Rushing Wind blew over me, encirc ing my

whole surface and stirring me at my foundations.



Something began to dawn in me which I could not
describe. Something tearing at me from the
inside, Puslqing to find a way out, and groaning to
be set free and expressed. | Ionged for purpose.

desired to be filled and to be usecl, to be needed

ancl valuecl. | was overwl*xelmecl Witl’l a strange

mixture of emotion: great hol:)e and terrible fear.



Then 1 heard a souncl, a Word that was uttered. It
was both solemn and warm like the voice of a
father ]:)iclclinga timid child to come. As it came
forth in the midst of the Ruslﬂing Wind and the
cJeeP darlmess, | watched as the darkness
retreated. | witnessed an astonishing brilliance

saturate the cosmos. Sheer terror at the

unspeakaole glory was assuagecl with a Promcouncl
sense of peace and intrinsic trust. | saw as the

commancﬂs cnc tlfwe Creator lhctecl tl’\e dome oF
heaven and established it in its Place.



Then the Voice called to the clePths of my being.
It divided my waters and drew out of me something
that | had never known. | felt utterlg Powerless to
resist and so Arg land aPPearecl. The Power
began to name that which it called into being and

at the same time | sensed the great Pleasure of the

Creator as | Participateol in his unfo Aing cjesign.

Again the Majestg called to me and 1 was filled with

its life. Lush greenery abounded over my surface,

sPrcaclingtﬁrouglﬁout the whole earth.



The Magniﬁcence then went to work ﬁ”ing the
dome of heaven with luminaries to signhcg the
rhgtlﬂms of his living comPosition. He filled my
waters with |iving creatures and the 5|<9 above me
with Wingecl fowl, each tailor-made for their unique
environments. He bestowed a Hessing on the
beasts of the sea and the air, commanding them to

increase.



The Word of His Mouth then made all sPecies of

beasts on the lanc , over the face of my soil. The

God Pausecl and then reflected. Anticipation shot
through the universe as the host of heaven
watched in wonder and awe. Then God came
down from the ]’xeigl*xts and Planted his feet ﬁrmlg

UPOﬂ mec.



Amazement arose in me as God formed from my
OwWn clag a new creature, unlike any other that had
been. Giving it life with the very Breath of His
Nostrils. Inthe presence of beasts and angels he
declared this |iving being to be His Image and His
Likeness, the great regent of His Iabors, to whom

t]*xe earth ancl seas ancl every living creature woulcl
submit.



The Word was 5Po|<en for all creation to hear that
the human was to be a Perpe‘cual memorial and a
ceaseless testimong to God’s sovc—:reigntg and
dominion throughout the universe. He then vowed

that the entire world would one clag bless

themselves through lﬁumanitg. To those in heaven
and earth who honored humanitg, He Pleclgcol His

Dlessing) but to those who rose up agains’c

1umanit9 He swore an unending curse.



God then ceased from the work He had done. As
an artisan labors in reverence while he builds a
sanctuary for the Divine Presence, gasping In
astonishment after seeing its beautg upon
completion, so the LORD God beheld the whole

of His creation. The heavens and the earth were

finished in all their array; the cosmos being

resplendent with His glorg. e then filled the

world with The Presence of His Ma'estg as the
waters cover tlfwc seas. A” o1C thc earth restecl N

tl’)é ]CUHHCSS O]C GOCI)S 5uPer~abounding PCHCC.



Sti”, | sensed that | had not seen the end yet. |

Pondered what more miglﬁt He mig]ﬂt add to an
alreaclg overwhelming sense of completion. |
became aware that my o]l |ag untilled and my
shrubs uncultivated. The beasts of the field had

none to shephercl them and the fruit of m trees

spoile& without harvest.



So the LORD God Placed the human amid my
choicest parts, N a garcien well watered at the
head of four rivers. A land teeming with lush
growth and the richest soil, filled with fine gol& and
abundant injewels. The LORD's garclen was a
Paraclise; it lacked not]*xing that the human mig]*:t
need. The very source of life and the clelicacg of

freedom He did Plant there, along with the
entiretg of implica’tions theg rec]uired The LORD
God saw every outcome that might arise and get

He was un?altering.



God drew near to the human beholding him face
to face and He said, “all of this | gjve to you this
clag. Take Possession of it and rule over it, for |
am giving it to you and your descendants as an
eternal inheritance. Serve in my creation and
maintain it, all of it is for your use and enjogment.
Onlg from the fruit of the tree of the ‘mowlccﬂg&:

of goocl and evil must you abstain.” God so cmnlg

entreated the human to steacl?astlg trust in Him.



The YHWH God called the human to remember
that The Eternal ONE WHO 1S had Himself
crowned the human as the shinning apex over all
creation. Further the LORD implored human to
understand that clespite his Position of honor in

the worlcl, mankind was get a creature bound bg a

limit and it was essential to the human‘s task that

tl"!C Goc ~giVCﬂ II)OUHCIBFH II)C I"lOI"IOI”CCl 8I"ICJ UPl‘lCICl



Fina”g the Creator of heaven and earth warned the
human that the freedom he Possessecl, the freedom of
obedience or rebellion against the Throne of Heaven,
entailed the choice of life or death. So The LORD
spoke, “Obedience to my words will bring to you every
goocl thing in abundance from My hand which 1 shall not
withholcl, but it you turn away from Me and yearn after
the knowlec:lge and experience which comes onlg from
disobedience you will set about to clestrog all that I the
L ORD God had made for you, even your very life.”



A cJeeP Ionging inthe cJel:)ths of the human soul did the
LORD himself Place tlﬂere, that in the Prmcunciitg of this
ineHable yearning humanitg might reach out and grasp
that which lies begonci them. So that in their grasping
theg might find the LORD whom theg seek) and in so
ﬁn&ing they would be comforted and fulfilled. Thatin
God’s presence all lﬂumanitg would be embraced and
experiencecl bg another) that they miglﬂt know Fu”yjust
as theg are Fu”g known.



So two bg two did the LORD God bring the other
creatures before the human, for him to see and to
name. The human observed all of the creatures,

ca”ing each one bg name as the LORD looked on.

Vet the human knew he was all alone of his kind.



The LORD saw desire surge in the human’s heart and
God had mercy on him in his bewilderment. God saw that
it was not goocl for the human to think himself alone,
without complement. The Merciful One knew that the
human was lacking and so he set to make for him a help.
As the man slePt, the LORD created a woman in His
image and accorcling to His likeness. Now the man also
might behold God’s cra?tsmanship in reverence and be
reminded of God’s embrace and His beautgj His kindness
and compassion. So the man and the woman might be

ever reminding to each other that humani’ty is not alone.



The Eternal Gospel of the Father
Ephesians 1:3-6

These thoughts are from C.Baxter Kruger
Adapted and Summarized bg Joseplﬁ Steinke

The apostle Paul begins his great letter to the Ephesians
with a burst of Praise: “Blessed be the God and Father of

our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every

spiritual blessing in the heavenlg Places in Christ Jesus.”
This is an outburst of genuine Praise that comes from

excitement over glimpsing what God has done with us in
Christ.



Paul has seen that 5omet’1ing qui‘ce breatlﬁtaking

and glorious has taken place in Jesus Christ and
that it involves us—you, me, the world. He has
seen the sovereign grace of the Father overflow
and lavish upon us an almost indescribable
heavcnlg ghct in Christ. And, as we read further,
we cannot ’IClP but feel that the apostle will

explode it he does not get it out. He rattles on for

ten or so verses without taking a breath.



Can you not feel the aPostle’s heart here?

Awesome t‘*wings have happened in Christ. We are

included. ”"heg are for us and involve us. And the
aPostlc 1S bursting at the seams to help us see it all
with him. He strains word atter word and

stretches Phrase after phrase, almost to the

breaking Point, as if what he sees is begoncﬂ words

or exl:)ression.



But he must express it. Heis driven to put it
before us. Heis a clesperatelg insPirecJ man. He
feels that if he can communicate here all historg
will be changed. The question is: What is it that
has the aPostle SO energizecl to communicate?
What is it that he sees and feels? What is it that

has gotten such a hold on this man?



There are three keg Points. But before we Probe
these Points, we need to understand that Paul is
taldng it for granted that we all know that this is
God’s world. There is a God. And this God
created evcrgthing in the heavens and on earth.
What the aPostle s so enthusiastic about is Whg
God created the world and humanity. He is

excited and burdened to explain the rhyme and

reason of God’s creative activity and the reason

for our very existence.



1. The first Point that Paul is making is that God the

Father has a lan, an eternal lan, Formulatecl, as
P P

it were, before angt]ﬂing was ever created, and

stancling as the secret behind all things.



2. Second, the Father has not left the execution
of His Plan to chance—or to kings and
governments, the church and Politics, or to you

and me. He has aPPointecl an executor of His will.

He has clesignatecl One to accomlalish His
purpose. He has Placec‘ One 1n charge of Working
out His Plan to the full.

3. Third, this Plan has now been fulfilled.



The aPostlc sees tlﬁat God’s Plan has an
astonislﬁing surPrise in it. The Father has

aPPointecl s Son to step forth and work out His
eternal purpose. And Paul is stancling N awe
because this is what has happenecl. Jesus has
come. The work is finished. What the Father
Plannecl for us before creation has now been

clecisivelg fulfilled in Jesus Christ.




This first c]ﬁal:)tcr of E‘Phesians is the al:)ostle’s
verbal atteml:)t to grab us and shake us and wake
us up to see the glorg. God the Father has a
purpose first, a clear and definite purpose. And it
s in order to bring forth this purpose that He
creates and calls forth the universe and humanitg
out of nothing. On the Personal |eve|, this means

that you and | are here not by clﬁancc, but bg

cesign. We are not accidents. We are creatures

1O l’18VC lDCCﬂ createcl bg GOCI bCCEﬂUSC He 1'185 a

Y,
plan which includes us.



On the |arger |e\/cl, this means that both the
universe, in its staggering immensity and diversity,
and human history,in its splendor and complexitg,
are swallowed up in God’s un?olcling Plan. Behind
evergthing in creation and his’corg lies the eternal
purpose of the Father. Thatis the secret. And

this purpose IS NO |onger hidden from anyone.



The reason for all things, inclucﬂing our existence,
IS NO |onger an enigma, reserved for the super
spiritual or the religious elite. It has been revealed
in Christ, the |iglﬁt of the world. The |ight of human
existence, the |ight of your existence, has been

given in Jesus Christ for all to see.



Inv. 4, the aPostle refers to this secret purpose as

to be made ¢ 1o|9 and blameless before Him.”

Inv. 5, he calls this “ac oPtion.” Paul is te”ing us
that we are here because God has an eternal
purpose forus. And heis Aeclaring to us that
God created us so that we would be adop‘ced into
His Familg) included in the circle of His own
Fe”owship, and brouglqt into a life of shared

communion.



Aclol:)’tionl Aclol:)tionl Aclol:)tion! This is the first
tlﬁought, the mgsterg, the secret, of the entire
universe. This is why this world is here, wh man,
Y Y
humanit , the universe, history exists. Delete this
Y Y
purpose and there simply s no creation, for there

is no reason to call it forth nor to sustain it.



When we stol:) Iong enough to Poncler, our very

existence Is quite a remarkable gif:t to us. We were

not. We were not here at all. We had no mincl, Nno

no’thing. AnNc

neart, no eyes to see, no taste buds, no hands to

hold, no Frienclslﬂips, no love. We simplg were

we had no power to be. But God

called us fort

h out of nothingness and not»-being

ancl gave us existence. He ‘FBShiOﬂCCl us ancJ

brought us here. Who cannot ]:)ut mar\/el at this’?



But wonderful as it is to be and to be here, the
apostlc is dec aring to us that the Father has

never had any interest in our mere existence.

He is te”ing us that before God created us, He
cletermined that wWe SI’IOUICl be ﬂ”ecl ancl
ovemqowing with His Life—made Participants N

His life and glorg.



You see what is happening here. Paul’s mind soars
back tlﬁrouglﬁ time, through the long historg of
lsraelj through the Garden of Eden, through
creation and into eternity. And there in eternity,
before there was angthing before creation, Paul
sees God the Father. And he is allowed to peer
into the Father’s heart. And there he sees this

great and glorious purpose for us.



Before there was angthing, the

existence, and notjust into existence but into His

Father set out this

Dlan and made this decision for us. The eternal

pUrpOse of the Father is to bring us into

house. And notjust into His house but to His

table, and notjust to His table |

but to His right

hand. And notjust to His right

hand but into

conversation with Him, and notjust into

conversation with Him but into face-to-face

Fe”owship with God the Father

Himself .



But even here we have not come to the glorg omc it
For this Fe”owship s not simplg about face-to-

face conversation or side~bg~side relationslﬁip; it

is about the meeting and sharing of souls. Itis
about such a Promcouncug Personal 5haring of lite,
such a tlﬁorough exposure of bcing that we begin
to be in God and God begins to be in us—mutual

incwe”ing Perichoresis.



Paul is ta”dng about being ushered into a
ge”owship with God that is so close, so intimate,
SO cleep, SO real, so alive that evergtlﬁing God the
Father is, evergtlﬁing He has, all His treasures and
glorg are shared with us Persona”g. Staggering as
it may be, inconceivable as it may appear to us,

this is what Paul is saging.



The Father destinec nothing short of Himself as

our inheritance. He has no interest in our mere
existence. He gjves us existence for the sole
reason of bringjng us into Progouncl intimacy with
Him—an intimacy in which God’s very being and

life andjog pass into us and become ours.



In his book The Weight of Glorg,C. S. Lewis talks

about those moments in our lives when we

SUC denlg recognize ]:)eautg. We suc clenlg behold)

we become very aware oﬂ the beautg of
something————a sunset, a person, a Pic’curc, a Worcl,
atouch. We are caught up, fora moment, In the
Pleasurc of what the Pl’)ilosophers and artists of

every age call “beautg.”



But Lewss goes on to say that, wonderful as these
moments are, insPiring and Dleasing as theg may

be, theg never rea”g satisfy us. Itis not enough to
N,

behold beautg. The secret onging of our hearts is
to move beyoncﬂ glimpsing it. We want somet]ﬁing
else which can harc”g be put into words—to be
united with the beauty we see, to pass into it, to

receive it into ourselves, to bathe in it, to become

Part of it.

(The Weight of Glory and Other Addresses [Grancl Rapicls: William B. Eerdmans
Pub. Co., rel:)rinted 19751, P- 13).



This is a great analogg for what Paul is te”ing us
about God the Father and His eternal purpose for
us. It has never crossed the Father’s mind to gjve
us mere ﬂeetinggliml:)ses of His glorg. The Plan
from eternity is that we would be included in,
united With, bap’tizecl into His glorg and life. His

eternal purpose forusis not]*xing less than the ghct

of Passing into, receiving to ourselves, Dathing In
and becoming Part of the Father’s very li?e,
security, peace, clignitg,jog, Purity, freedom and

love. Is it any wonder the aPos’clc IS SO insPirecl?



Can you believe this? Can you believe that thisis
the way God is, that this is God’s will, plan,

purpose for you from etemitg? Can you believe

this is whg He created you out of nothing? Can
you believe that this is whg He gives you life now,
that this is what your existence, your time, is all

about NOW”?



The aPostle IS bursting at the seams because he

has seen it and he knows that this is it. He has

ﬁearci the conversation between the l:ather
and the Son in the SPirit before creation. He has
seen the very heart of the Father. And he is

ccclaring to us that this goocl news, this decision,

this purpose for us was in the Father’s heart
before the foundation of the world. This is the
gosl:)el, the eternal gospel.



Adol:)tion in this context means to be taken into
and included in the circle of the Father’s

ge”owship. It means to be included in the circle in

which what is shared is not mere y riglnts and

Privileges, but life. The eternal Plan is for the

Father to lavish Himself upon us, to gjve Himself

and all that He is and has to us, to share with us
His own life andjog unspeakable) full of glorg.
Aclol:)tion means to be included in God’s very

own life, made a Participant in His fullness, filled
with God.



Moreover, this purpose of inclusion in God the

Father’s own life carries with it the Plan to custom-

make us for Participation N His

to embrace us and include us in

ife. The purpose

His life and

fullness incorPorates a Plan of equipping and

gorginga tailoring and ma‘dng us right and readg

for Him. For the Point s not merelg to give us

rights and Privileges) but to bring us to share in

His lite.



What goocl is it for the Father to lavish Himself
upon us if we are alien to Him and cannot know
Him? Adoption includes the Plan of our being
made right for God, of our being transformed into

at-oneness and union with Him, of our being
tailor-made for the Father and His Fe”owship.



Before we were born, before creation was born,

before we did angt!’\ing riglﬁt or wrong, Goc the

Father determined that we would be broug

Nt

into union with Him and made full Participants N

His lite and glorg. This is the staggering Plan N
the Father’s heart from all eternitg. Out of the

womb of this glorious purpose creation was

birthed and we were gi\/en existence. Unto this

end we are sustained.



You

see, volumes are crammed into these little

Phrases, “in Him” (v. 4), and “through Jesus”

(v.5). Paul is te”ing us that this great decision

of t

he Father was not made in the abstract. It was

made in Jesus. We were chosen in Cl’n‘ist)

Predestine& to acloption tlﬂrouglﬂ Jesus.



We are coming now to the heart of all things
Christian and certainlg to the sPring of the
aPostlc’s insPiration. The very secret of the real

Christian life lies right here. But what do these

little Prepositions in and through mean”



We must think carefu |3 hf:rf:J for this is too goocl

to miss. Chosen in Christ, Precﬂestinecl tlﬂrougq

Jesus, means that the Father not only Planneo

that we would not be alien to Him but right ana
ready for Him; He also Planne& the way that He

would bring this to pass. And that way s Jesus

Christ, His eternal Son incarnate.



The Father determined this clesting for us—
embraced, included in the circle of His immediate
presence, tailor-made for Participation in His life
—and He determined the One who would

accomplish it—Jesus Christ.



This is the heart and soul of the gospel . Forit

means that the coming of Jesus is not an
amcterthought. He was destined to come before
the foundation of the world. Jesus Christ is not

Plan B quicklg set in motion atter the failure of
Plan A in Adam.




No! No! No! Jesus Christ is Plan A. He is the onlg
Plan. He is the eternal Word (UN 1:1-13, 14) .

It was all Purposecl in Him (EPH 1:9) .

He was alwags clestined to be the One In Whom a”

things would be summed up (v.10).



Adam was never the chosen one. Abraham,
Moses, David were never the chosen ones. You
were never the chosen one. From all etemitg,
Jesus Christ is the chosen one. He was elected to
be the One who would come and fulfill the Fathers
Plans for us. We were never clesignatccl as the

ones who woulcl ma|<e ourselves right For t]*xe
I:ather.



From eternity, that resPonsibilitg has been
sovereignlg snatched from you and me and Placed
into the hands of Jesus Christ. Never once has it
crossed the mind of the Father that anyone but
Jesus would be the mediator, the high Priest, the

saviour, the executor of His will. Never once has it

entered His mind that you would be resl:)onsiiole

for ma King\goursehC right for Him. You are not

cal:)ab e of bearing that kind of resl:)onsibilitg.
But Jesus Christ is.



What Paul is te”ing us is that the Father had His eye
on His incarnate Son Jesus Christ when He called
creation forth out of nothing. The Father named His
own Son before creation and said: “Thou art the
mediator!” ‘Thou art the executor! “Thou art the
vicarious Man!’ Before the beginning, the Father said:

“You, My belovea Son, will go and step into creation.’

“You, My beloved Son, in whom My soul del; hts) will
Y Y g

become a human being, a real man.” “You will Plunge

Qourselmc into the midst omc Inuman brokermess and

eradicate it and Forge the real human existence with
Me for them.’



“You will invade and attack all alienation and
Foreignness and reP|ace it with our life and
fullness.” “You will Penetrate every fiber of human
Wrongness and undo it, circumcise and cruchcg it.
“You will be their holiness and blamelessness.” “You

will be their at-oneness, exaltation and acJoPtion.’

“You will cross the chasm, all the chasms, between

us and bring them to Me—tai or-made, right)
and reacly for Me and life in My house.’



From all etemitg, the Father elected His own Son
to be the executor of His Plans for us. Here is
amazing, and indeed humbling, grace. From the
very beginning, the Father put man sound yin his

Place and gloriouslg elected Jesus to be the
vicarious Man. He Planned that we would be
woven into the fabric of Jesus’ existence. From
the very beginning, the Father decided that Jesus

WOUlCJ bC our I"lCBG ancl FCPFCSCﬂtatiVC ancl

substitute, so much so that what would become of

Him would become of us.



He Planned tlﬁat Jesus woulcl be tl’lé one in wlﬁom

we would be racﬂica”g ana cﬂecisivelg cleansed and

made right for Himself. He Planneol that Jesus
would be the one in whom our Wrongness would be

undone. He Planne& tha’t Jesus wou d be the one

in whom we would be taken down and lifted up,

emPtiecJ and filled with all the treasures of heaven,

crucified and exalted into the circle of the Father’s

Fe”owshil:).



From all eternity, the Father Plannccl that in Jesus
Christ we would be crucified, dead, and buried,

and made alive again in at-oneness with the

Fat

her. Chosen in Him, Prcclestinecl tl’wrougl’w Jesus

Christ, this is the most exciting news in the

universe.



This is what the aPostle Paul is saging is the
mgstery hidden for ages and is now revealed in

Christ Jesus. He has seen Jesus at the Father’s

rigl*wt hand from al eternitg and He sees Him there
NOW as a man, as the Man, as our heacl, substitute,

rePresentativej mediator and high Priest.



This is the secret purpose and meaning behind all
of Creation. Now we know, now we believe, now we
live, now we love, now we dream, now we hope,

NOwW we Participate in our world as co-creators
with Christ Jesus, now we partner in the revelation
of the Father's love, now we share the generositg
of our inclusion with everyone, now we find a way
out of our lost darkness and and live in the liglﬁt of
who we rea”g are, the chosen and acloptecl
children of God our Father in Christ Jesus.



